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Commonwealth Games March 2006 Update No. # 2 
Temporary Restricted Airspace R910, R911, R912 & R913 

For Information 

 

The State Aircraft Unit (SAU) has received official notification and has been briefed by AirServices 
Australia (ASA) regarding the application of several Temporary Restricted Airspace (TRA) zones, which 
will be implemented by ASA and the Department of Defence (DoD) for the 2006 Commonwealth 
Games (Games) in Melbourne. 

The aim of the TRAs is minimise general air traffic within the Melbourne and metropolitan area during 
feature events of the Games.  There is a primary TRA, which will apply to a general area around 
Melbourne and the metropolitan area during the opening and closing ceremonies for the Games and is 
known as R913 Melbourne Basin.  It also has the capacity to be implemented within two hours at 
any time during the Games period in response to a perceived or known public safety threat.  In 
addition to R913 Melbourne Basin there is a discrete Exclusion Zone that will be established with 
in R913.  The Exclusion Zone will be the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) and a nominated area 
around the MCG. 

There are three other secondary, time and location specific TRA zones identified which will be 
operational on predetermined days and fixed locations during the Games period within the 
metropolitan area, these are known as R910 Albert Park, R911 Bayside, R912 Lysterfield. 

The R913 Melbourne Basin TRA encompasses all airspace within the Melbourne and metropolitan 
area and has the ability to regulate but not restrict aerial fire fighting activities associated with 
preparedness and suppression conducted by both the Country Fire Authority (CFA) and Department of 
Sustainability and Environment (DSE).  Provisions of the R913 Melbourne Basin TRA will allow the 
operation of “Authorised Operators” within the specified area with minimal impact on standard 
operations.  The State Aircraft Unit SAU representing the CFA and DSE is registered as an “Authorised 
Operator” subject to the provisions of the R913 Melbourne Basin TRA. 

The remaining TRAs, R910 Albert Park, R911 Bayside, and R912 Lysterfield are much smaller in 
size, surface area, and height above the ground surface and are more site specific.  The location of the 
remaining TRAs has been designed to minimise the impact on general aviation traffic.  The location of 
the remaining TRAs will not interfere with the dispatch of fire bombing aircraft managed by the SAU 
during the Games period. 

The DoD in conjunction with ASA will manage the R913 Melbourne Basin TRA.  As part of the 
management and enforcement requirements for the R913 Melbourne Basin TRA there will be 
aircraft from the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) present.  The aircraft, FF//AA--1188  HHoorrnneettss  wwiillll  bbee  wwiillll  bbee  
ccoonndduuccttiinngg  aaiirrbboorrnnee  ppaattrroollss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  TTRRAA  aaccttiivvaattiioonn  ppeerriioodd  aanndd  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnttrrooll  ooff  RRAAAAFF  AAiirr  
DDeeffeennccee..  

TThhee  FF//AA--1188  &&  AAiirr  DDeeffeennccee  wwiillll  mmoonniittoorr  cciivviill  ffrreeqquueenncciieess,,  iinn  tthhee  eevveenntt  ooff  aann  aaiirr  iinntteerrcceepptt  bbeeiinngg  rreeqquuiirreedd,,  
HHoorrnneettss  wwiillll  bbee  ooppeerraattiinngg  uunnddeerr  mmiilliittaarryy  ccoonnttrrooll..  

Agency officers are once again reminded that within the next two weeks both CFA and DSE Regions 
will be requested to supply to the SAU, from within their fire Readiness and Response Plans, 
preparedness statements, which identify the levels use and operation of aircraft resources and 
personnel for aerial fire operations in accordance with fire danger predictions. 
 
Please note the above information is provided for the information of agency personnel, 
both CFA and DSE. It does not discharge or preclude Contractors and aircrew associated 
with the provision of services to the State of Victoria from their regulatory requirements 
and obligations as operators of aircraft or undertaking roles as aircrew. 
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Airspace Management R913 – Melbourne Basin. 
••TThhee  TTRRAA  iiss  eessttaabblliisshheedd  oonn  aa  4400  NNaauuttiiccaall  MMiillee  ((NNMM))  rraaddiiuuss  oonn  MMeellbboouurrnnee  AAiirrppoorrtt  ((MMEELL))..  
••TThhee  aarreeaa  ssppeecciiffiieedd  iiss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  ssuurrffaaccee  ((SSFFCC))  uupp  ttoo  3333,,000000  ffeeeett  ((FFLL333300))..  
••TThhee  TTRRAA  wwiillll  bbee  aaccttiivvaatteedd  bbyy  aa  ssppeecciiffiicc  NNOOTTAAMM  

••  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  aaccttiivvaatteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  OOppeenniinngg  &&  CClloossiinngg  CCeerreemmoonniieess,,  
••  wwhhiicchh  aarree  oonn  tthhee  ddaatteess  1155tthh..  MMaarr  22000066  &&  2266tthh..  MMaarr  22000066  aanndd  
••  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  ttiimmee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  ••11770000  hhoouurrss  ––  00000000  hhoouurrss..  

AAggeennccyy  ppeerrssoonnnneell  aarree  rreemmiinnddeedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  TTRRAA  mmaayy  bbee  rreessuummeedd  dduurriinngg  ggaammeess  wwiitthh  22  hhoouurrss  nnoottiiccee..  
  
TThhee  MMeellbboouurrnnee  CCrriicckkeett  GGrroouunndd  EExxcclluussiioonn  ZZoonnee  iinnccoorrppoorraatteess  tthhee  ssttaaddiiuumm  wwiitthh  aa  44  NNMM  rraaddiiuuss..  
 

 

Visual Terminal Chart showing the extent of the R913 TRA zone 
Map: Not to Scale 

 

If you have any queries in relation to this matter please contact Hayden Biggs,  
State Aircraft Unit, telephone 03 94124888. 

 
 


